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PREFACE—REVIEW. 

THE present is the second annual volume of our Quarterly issue, making the 
twenty-ninth with those of its predecessor—the Monthly. The work fostered by 
th» joint publications is not only going on, but, we are glad to say, is extending. 

When the Education Act, 1870, was passed, it was intimated that it would be 
well for the promoters and supporters of the Ragged Schools to consider whether 
the time had not arrived to shorten the cords and loosen the stakes of the Ragged 
School movement, with a view to the removal of their tentative erections. 
Doubtless some, perhaps many, friends and co-workers of past years accepted the 
intimation, and ceased their labours in this special work-field. Their secession 
was certainly a source of great weakness to the cause, and of great diseourage- 
ment to those they left to carry on the work without them. More than seven 
years have passed since the Education Bill became Jaw. In that period great 
efforts have been made by the School Board to overtake the educational neces- 
sities of London by providing school places for the children, and getting the 
children to fill them. Nevertheless, the Ragged Class exists amongst us. Its 
existence is so patent to those who best know their localities and their habits as 
to lead them to the conclusion that the number has not lessened, that the class 
is as numerous now as it was thirty years since. In those thirty years London 
has nearly doubled her population. In 1851 its people numbered 2,362,236. It 
is now, the closing quarter of 1877, considered to be 4,000,000. If the Ragged 
Class have not increased in proportion to the general population, we may take 
eredit for a reduction of the number by one half that would have existed had 
the Ragged School effort never been made. 

It is no fault of the Education Act, or of the School Board, that the Ragged 
Class exists ; it existed 300 years ago, as we have shown on page 130. It also 
existed 100 years ago, as we have shown on page 134, and it still exists, notwith- 
standing our Christ's Hospitals, our British Schools, our Sunday Schools, and 
our Ragged Schools. It has, however, been scotched by Ragged Schools, and it 
would seem that the power of the drag is increasing. On page 87 we gave the 
results of the year’s work, showing the increasing nunrbers brought under 
Christian teaching as compared with previous years. Those results are thus 
summarised :— 

The attendants at Sunday Schools, at Mothers’ Meet- 
ings, at Ragged Churches, and at Night Schools, 
PINE dongs ahs cn cctencacdwextannatnussswexoiand in 1875 ... 40,149 
Do. do. Sa se 
Do. | ade eee in 1877... 46,130 

It would thas seem that at the enl of the last seven years, instead of the 
Ragged School Union adopting the ‘‘intimation” of seven years ago, it is 
lengthening its cords and strengthening its stakes, and that its tentative erection 
is taking a new lease of tenure. 

Another step in advance in the moral elevation of the people was taken by 
Parliament in the last session by passing the Canal Boats Aet by which it is 
hoped the educational, the moral, as well as the sanitary condition of the Barge- 
men’s families will be greatly promoted. 

We cannot close our editorial labours for 1877 without thanking those of our 
friends who have kindly aided us either by their suggestions or their contribu- 
tions, and we shall be glad to receive similar aid from any persons engaged in 
promoting man’s welfare and extending the Redeemer's kingdom. 

1, Exeter Hats, W.C. Epiror. 
October, 1877 
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at the OFFICES OF THE SOCIETY, by the Secretary, Mr. JosepH G. Gent, 1, Exeter Hall, 


Strand ; by Messrs. HaTCHARD & Son, 187, 


Street ; and by the Bankers, Messrs. BARCLAY, 
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BEVAN, & Co., Lombard Street. 


Money Orders should be made payable at the Post Office, Charing Cross, Londen, to Mr. 





JOSEPH G, GENT, Secretary, 1, Exeter Hall, Strand, W.C 
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